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'Get“ting at_thefSpyHunteér;

Philip Agee and Louis Wolf call themselves jour-
nalists, but the only thing they have done for journal-
ism is to create and corner a most ghoulish part of the.
market. They are in the business of identifying Ameri-
can undercover. intelligence- agents and publishing

" their names in books and bulletins. Their purpose is to

destroy the nation’s covert intelligence operations. En-
dangering the lives of the secret agents may not be
their main purpose, but that is one result of their labor,
a result about which they express inditference. e
Because of that indifference, it is fair to tax this
enterprise with some responsibility for the assassina-
tion in 1975 of Richard Welch; the C.I.A. station chief in
Athens. The armed attack 10 days ago on the home of
an -American embassy official in Jamaica followed

‘soon after Mr.. Wolf described-that official as the
C.I.A.’s station chief in Xingston. Mr. Wolf suggests

without proof that the agency itsell might have com-

‘mitted the violence, but the important thing is that he -
doesn’t care. As he told Philip Taubman ot The Times, -

covert-activities are inseparable from C.I.AZ
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This attitude, like the project itself, mocks the-

First Amendment guarantee of free speech and Ameri-

can respect for dissent. It invites retribution against

responsible as well as reckless critics of intelligence -

“operations. It sorely tempts society to curb these indi- .
viduals. in ways that curtail the liberties of all. One
-and press. This is not the first attempt to use the de-
- tense of civil liberties as a shield, even for the most con-

such excessive response was the State Department’s
lawless revocation of Mr. Agee’s passport, an action al-

ready struck down by the U.S. Court of Appeals in .
LlmaaewiNh L s soeo» oo get at them, but let us not in the process compound the
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solution. It should be easier to deal with Mr. Agee, a
former C.1.A. agent, than with Mr. Woll, a private citi-
zen educated by Mr. Agee in methods of detecting

‘agents and their covers. Present and former Govern-

ment employees can be punished for misusing informa-

.tion they acquired in official jobs; perhaps the law can
- even presume that a misused secret was one derived

from Government employment. - oo
 But it is not a crime, nor should it be, for a private
citizen to gather and to publish information irom public
sources, however offensive to. the Government and
society. A law that would punish Mr. Woll for publish-
ing secret names in his Covert Action Information
Bulletin could also punish a newspaper that identified
an agent in the the valid and necessary reporting of

events or in the course of a legitimate study of the
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.. The United States needs spies abroad; every coun-
try employs them, Congress is reaffirming the need for
“intelligence and'counterintelligence even as it strives
he has no qualms about the fate of individuals. “‘C.LA. i
people,”’ . 'the C.I.A. Anyone is free to disagree with that commit-
i - arioe mnent to spying and to agitate against it. But the Agee-
-Wolf publications exceed the bounds of dissent. - - .

to write a legislative'charter to curb the past abuses of

" Threatening the safety of individuals ought to be
distinguishable from challenging a national policy. So
Congress is right to try to draw the distinction in law.
But we are not yet persuaded that it can be done with-
out jeopardizing the most precious literties of speech

temptible scoundrels. Let us look at laws that might
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